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Initially laid down on 31 May 2005.  Last revision in effect on 29 January  2008. 
  
Standards for the harvesting and processing of products from wild areas certified by Debio (so-called ”wild 
products”, excluding wood) are covered by the Regulations of 4 October 2005 nr. 1103 on Organic Production and 
Labelling of Organic Agricultural Products and Foods (the so-called “Organic Regulations”) (applies only to food 
products) and in Debio’s IFOAM-standards for agriculture and processing (supplement to the Organic Regulations). 
The minimum requirements for the organic harvesting and processing of wild products from both of these are 
included in the current standards. 
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 A. Introduction 
  
  
 The Organic Forestry Standards are regulated by private-law and in 

accordance with the general principles and criteria laid down by the 
International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) in 
the IFOAM Basic Standards (IBS) for organic production methods. 
These regulations are additional standards to the basic requirements laid 
down in the Regulations of 4 October 2005 nr. 1103 on Organic Pro-
duction and Labelling of Organic Agricultural Products and Foods (the 
so-called “Organic Regulations”), other mandatory public laws applying 
to the activities of the operator, the Levende Skog (“Living Forest”) 
standards (LS) for sustainable forestry, as well as Debio’s Labelling 
Standards. Organic Forestry Standards are needed to cover areas other-
wise not dealt with, place different demands than or specify the cones-
quences of the above-mentioned basic regulations. 

Debio’s Organic Forestry Standards and Labelling Rules define organic 
production/harvesting, processing, marketing, labelling, and traceability 
of organic products throughout the entire value chain. To qualify for 
organic certification, an operator must also comply with all mandatory 
public laws. 

These standards comprise extensive and comprehensive rules for organic 
forestry, including plantation forestry. For standards relating to organic 
harvesting and processing of non-wood products from wild areas 
certified by Debio (such as berries, herbs, leaves, branches, fungi and 
lichens), please refer to the Organic Regulations and Debio’s IFOAM-
standards. These rules are not included in the Organic Forestry 
Standards, although the operating requirements for such harvesting are 
included in the current standards. Debio’s standards partly coincide with 
the Levende Skog standards with regard to forest operations in non-
cultivated areas. However, the Organic Forestry Standards include other 
requirements than the Levende Skog standards, especially with regard to: 

1. Use of indigenous species       
2. Harvesting methods / 

natural regeneration 
3. Deadwood 
4. Genetic manipulation/clonal 

forestry  

5. Drainage of bogs and swamp 
forests 

6. Plant protection 
7. Fertilizer use 
8. Fragmentation of habitats 

Organic production methods are sustainable, implying human awareness of 
being part of nature, and that necessary considerations are taken with regard 
to the species used in production or being harvested, as well as the diversity 
of other interests linked to the managed area, including other organisms, 
landscape aesthetics, recreational aspects, cultural history, ground and 
surface water, and soil and parent rock resources. Certification by Debio 
confirms the compliance with organic standards in specified areas. 

The Debio standards for organic forestry were developed in cooperation 
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with Bioforsk Organic (formerly the Norwegian Centre for Organic 
Agriculture), with support from individuals, institutes and organizations 
within the fields of certification, forestry, wilderness management, out-
door recreation, consumer issues and environmental protection. 

Any operation wishing to market products as ’organic’, and use the 
Debio label in connection with sales of products from areas certified as 
organic in accordance with these standards, must be separately registered 
in Debio. The registration requirements and certification procedures are 
described in Chapter 1 of the Organic Forestry Standards. Debio’s 
board is responsible for decisions regarding certification. This authority 
has been delegated to Debio’s administration. The board appoints a com-
plaints committee for dealing with complaints filed against decisions 
made by Debio’s administration. 
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 B. Definitions 
  
  

Certification 
terminology 

 

  
Accreditation Confirmation by an authorized body, e.g., Norwegian Accreditation 

(NA) or IOAS (International Organic Accreditation Services), that an in-
stitution or an individual is competent to perform certain tasks. 

Certification Includes the inspection and certification procedures of an operator. An 
independent third party (certification body) confirms that the operation 
in question complies with the specified requirements. 

Certification body The qualified institution (see definition of Accreditation) performing the 
certification. 

Certification 
scheme 

Consists of a set of rules/standards (specifications) for production/ 
activity and a quality assurance system for the certification of production 
pursuant to the certification guidelines. 

Conversion period The period from when harvesting or production in accordance with 
organic methods begins until the crops/products can be certified. 

Debio-labelling Product labelling with reference to Debio as the certification body and 
using Debio’s labels, cf., Debio’s Labelling Rules and Chapter C of the 
Organic Forestry Standards. 

IBS IFOAM Basic Standards. See definition of IFOAM. International prin-
ciples and criteria for development of national organic standards. Nation-
al standards are formulated by a certification body in accordance with 
the IFOAM standards. 

IFOAM IFOAM (International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements) is 
an independent, member organization that develops international prin-
ciples and criteria for the development of national standards for organic 
production or resource utilization (IBS), as well as certification 
guidelines (IAC – IFOAM Accreditation Criteria – corresponding to NS-
EN 45011/ISO 65). IFOAM accredits national standards and certifi-
cation bodies through IOAS. See definition of Accreditation. 

Inspection number A number used for identification in Debio’s certification scheme. The in-
spection number is linked to each individual operator and shown on the 
operator’s label in connection with marketing. See also Labelling Rules. 

Internal control 
system 

An operator’s scheme for the control of routines aimed at ensuring that a 
production unit complies with the required standards. The operation 
report is an important part of the internal control system of all operators 
certified by Debio. 
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Operation report A complete description of the operation/unit, incl. land resources, facili-
ties and activities. The report is compiled in connection with the initial 
inspection, and is revised each time the operation makes significant 
changes. The operation report is a guiding document, with provisions on 
plans, measures and documentation of compliance with the relevant 
organic standards. The report serves as the basis for annual inspections 
and the certification of organic production/activity, as well as a guide for 
the operating manager. A management plan, e.g., a forest management 
plan, forms part of the operation report (appendix). Please refer to the 
definition of Internal control system. 

Organic 
production unit / 

group certification 

The part of the operation that is certified for organic production/con-
version, and that is operated by one owner/one operator. See definition 
of Production unit. An operation that is owned, or run, by several parties 
can under certain conditions be inspected and certified as a single 
organic production unit (group certification). 

Parallel production Simultaneous non-organic and organic production (in accordance with 
the Organic Forestry Standards) within the same operation. 

Production unit An operating unit. All production – organic, under conversion and non-
organic – performed by one owner or operator (see organic production 
unit). Includes land on which products are grown/harvested, production 
and storage facilities, etc. 

Quality assurance 
systems for 

certification 

A certification body’s description of how a certification scheme is organ-
ized and performed to comply with the demands on qualifications, stabil-
ity, legal competence, etc. pursuant to specific certification guidelines. 
NS-EN 45011/ISO 65 and IAC (IFOAM Accreditation Criteria) are 
examples of such guidelines for the certification of standard systems. 
ISO 14001 is an example of guidelines for the certification of control 
and improvement systems. 

  
Other 

terminology 
 

  
Agroforestry Intercropping of farm crops and trees. 
Ban on gene 

manipulation 
The ban includes products, ingredients and processing agents that are 
genetically manipulated, made by genetically modified organisms or 
produced with the use of genetically modified organisms/gene technology. 

Biodiversity Diversity and variation of genes, species, life forms and ecosystems. 
Includes genetic diversity (diversity within species), diversity of species 
(numbers and types) and diversity of ecosystems (numbers and types). 

Biologically 
important areas 

Such as key biotopes, virgin forest and old-growth forest. See separate 
definitions. 

Clonal forestry Any use of cloned trees in forestry. In most cases, however, cloning of 
trees is used in forest plantations.  
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Cloning / Clone Making genetically identical copies. A clone is a collection of genetic-
ally identical genes, cells or organisms reproduced asexually from a 
common parent. The method used to clone trees is called somatic embry-
ogenesis (SE). 

Coastal heathland Outlying coastal areas with no or scattered trees, and a vegetation domi-
nated by heather, grasses and herbs. 

Cultivated forest Forest on infield areas (plantations) or on outlying land in which humans 
more or less control the forest ecosystem. Forests consisting of either 
native or non-native genetic material. Actively cultivated land (cf. farm-
land). Areas on which human activities have been carried out to such an 
extent, or in such a way, that the forest’s natural structure, composition 
and ecology have been altered. Refer to the definitions for natural forest 
and forest plantation.  

Cultivated land Includes arable cropland, surface-cultivated land and fertilized infield 
pastures, i.e., land that in some way has been cultivated and improved. 

Cultivation Production of plants and plant products based on planting and active 
human input. This production method is, for instance, used in forest 
plantations. There are numerous similarities between plantation forestry 
and agriculture. 

Ecology The study of the relationships among living things and the interactions 
between them and their natural environment. Knowledge of such fields 
as geology, hydrology and biology are fundamental for the under-
standing of ecology. 

Ecosystem A dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism communities 
and their non-living environment interacting as a functional unit. Eco-
systems can vary considerably in size, from large-scale systems such as 
mountains, forests, oceans, etc. to more limited systems, e.g., lakes or 
bogs. Cf. natural environment. 

Extensive hayfield An infield or outfield meadow that has been managed for a long time as 
an extensive hayfield, with little or no significant fertilization or soil cul-
tivation. Refer to the definition of natural pasture. 

Felling Harvesting wood, i.e., forestry (e.g., harvest of timber, firewood, biofuel, 
Christmas trees). 

Forest land Forests and other wooded areas. 
Forest plantation Cultivated forest on infield areas or afforested areas on outlying land. 

Organic forest plantations are modelled on natural forests or gradients be-
tween monocultures (plantations) and natural forests, and are character-
ized by a varied age and species composition. Depending on an area’s pre-
vious vegetation, the purpose of its cultivation and management strategy, 
ecosystems in plantations can be restored and developed into cultivated 
outfield or natural forest. See definitions of cultivated and natural forest. 

Forest roads Roads for commercial use, tractor roads, etc. 
Forestry In a traditional sense: the harvesting and production of wood in general, 

either in cultivated or natural forests. This includes such activities as the 
production of firewood, biofuels, Christmas trees and ornamental foliage.  
In a broader sense: all use of forests. 

Fragmentation Splitting up of habitats and ecosystems. 
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Gene technology Techniques that enable the isolation, characterization and modification 
of genetic material (DNA), as well as the transfer of DNA to living 
cells/viruses. 

Genetically 
modified organisms 

(GMO) 

Microorganisms, plants and animals whose genetic composition has 
been changed by using gene or cell technology. 

Grassland (leys 
and pastures) 

Land on which the field layer is dominated by herbs and grasses, where-
as heather and lichens are sparse. 

Habitat/biotope The place or type of site where an organism or population naturally 
occurs. Habitats for different organisms can be identical, overlap or 
clearly distinct from each other, depending on species. 

Harvesting Felling (trees), collecting plants, plant parts and other wild plants, 
including livestock grazing. 

Indigenous tree 
species 

Species or provenances that are native to the area in question, and that 
are adapted to the site’s climate, soil conditions, etc. Local provenances. 

Infield Infield areas include the farmyard and other land on which farm 
buildings stand, arable cropland, cultivated leys and pastures and similar 
areas. Smaller plots of non-cultivated land surrounded by cropland or 
extensive hayfields fenced in together with other cropland, as well as 
industrial or similar areas, are also regarded as infields. 

Key habitat Areas with special forest conditions or nature types that can be expected 
to be of significant importance for biodiversity, or areas containing rare 
habitat elements or species. 

Landscape ecology The study of how the distribution of relatively homogenous landscape 
elements (forest, grassland, watercourses, roads, farming areas and urban 
areas) change, and how this affects the living conditions, interaction and 
dispersal of organisms. Forest fires, windfalls, hydropower development, 
cultivation of new farmland and logging can lead to significant land-
scape changes and therewith alterations of ecosystems. 

Levende Skog 
(”Living Forest”),  

Levende Skog 
standards 

A comprehensive project aimed to promote sustainable forestry in 
Norway. The project started in 1995, and was completed on 1 July 1998 
with the adoption of the Levende Skog standards. The project was 
actively supported by representatives from forest owner associations, 
forest industry, authorities, labour unions, as well as environmental, out-
door recreation and consumer organizations.  

Natural 
environment 

The non-living environment of the species described. Cf. ecosystem. 

Natural forest Forest in outlying/wilderness areas, with little or no impact from human 
activities. Forest consists of native genetic material. Areas on which 
human activities have been carried out to such a limited extent, so long 
ago or in such a way, that the forest’s natural structure, composition and 
ecology have not been significantly altered. Refer to the definition for 
cultivated forest. Old-growth and virgin forests are natural forest types 
that can have specific importance for the maintenance of biodiversity.  

Natural pasture Non-forested grazing land that has been managed for a long time, 
although without any significant fertilization or soil cultivation. Refer to 
the definition of extensive hayfield. 

Old-growth forest Forest in which most trees have reached or passed maturity. 
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Outfields /  
Outlying land 

The terms outfields/outlying land (here used synonymously) are used to 
refer to uncultivated land that is not classified as infield. See infield. 
(Comment: “Outfield” is based on the Norwegian term utmark, which 
covers all non-cultivated land used for rough grazing, hunting and 
recreational purposes, and can also include forest areas.) 

Organic Used here to refer to a production method, an area on which products are 
grown or harvested, as well as the actual products – as defined in the 
Norwegian Organic Regulations, IFOAM’s Basic Standards and various 
Debio standards. 

Plantation forestry Production of trees on infield areas, cultivated farmland that has been 
reassigned to forestry use or other, non-farmland infield areas, such as 
roadsides, as well as wilderness areas used for afforestation. Active 
cultivation, cf. agriculture and agroecosystem. Also refer to the 
definition of cultivation. Plantation forestry includes Christmas tree and 
ornamental foliage production, cultivation of hardwoods, etc. 

Protection forest A buffer zone, protecting nearby agricultural and forest areas, e.g., from 
wind (shelter belt). 

Provenance A term used to describe the ecotype of an organism, especially used 
in connection with forest tree species. An ecotype is a genetically dis-
tinct, locally adapted variant of a species. A species may include 
several ecotypes. 

Red List /  
Red List species 

List of endangered, vulnerable or naturally rare plant and animal species. 
These are species that are vulnerable to human activities. The National 
Red List does not only contain species that are presently declining, but 
also species that earlier were threatened and now are increasing in 
numbers. Species are assessed and classified within one of the specifi-
cally defined threat categories developed by the World Conservation 
Union (IUCN). These categories cover everything from species already 
extinct or in danger of becoming extinct, to species that need to be 
monitored due to previous or current negative population trends. All 
species on the Red List are termed “Red List species”, whereas species 
belonging to the categories “endangered” (E) and “vulnerable” (V) are 
additionally referred to as "threatened species". 

Residual trees Trees that remain in the ecosystem throughout their entire life. Such 
trees include rejected trees with top breakage, decay, reaction wood, etc. 
Other residual trees include old borderline trees. 

Virgin forest Forest without visible signs of human encroachment, in which the 
ecological processes have remained undisturbed, and still are. Such areas 
have a large species diversity, deadwood, trees in various stages of 
decay, old-growth trees and large habitat diversity. Especially valuable 
as reference areas. 

Wild plants All wild plants, mosses and lichens. 
Wood Timber harvested for use as pulpwood and saw timber, firewood, bio-

fuel, charcoal, wood chips and other wood products. 
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 C. Certification and Labelling Scheme 
  
  
 Standards 

  
 The following chapters all contain the same three subsections: 

  General comments   Description of general conditions, guiding  
                 principles 
  Recommendation    Advice on practical implementation and/or 
                 specification of Debio’s objectives 
  Provisions        Minimum requirements for organic certification 

The Organic Forestry Standards comply with the minimum require-
ments of the Organic Regulations and the Levende Skog standards for 
sustainable forestry, as well as with the intentions of mandatory public 
laws for forestry and nature management and the general international 
principles and criteria for organic agriculture as stated in the IFOAM 
Basic Standards. 

These standards supplement the Levende Skog standards and the Organic 
Regulations with regard to the specifications for organic forestry on out-
lying land and plantation forestry. The standards for harvesting of non-
wood products from wild areas certified by Debio are entirely covered 
by the Organic Regulations (only food products) and Debio’s IFOAM-
standards for organic farming and processing (cf. Chapter 2.5 in these 
standards). The Organic Regulations additionally include provisions for 
registration in the certification scheme, inspections, certification 
procedures, sanctions, conversion to organic production methods and 
parallel production.  

Debio’s standards in Chapter 2.3 are based on the Levende Skog standards, 
whereas the standards in chapters 1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.6 and 4 are based on the 
Organic Regulations. The Levende Skog standards were reformulated and 
supplemented in order to comply with the IFOAM Basic Standards and 
Debio’s quality assurance system for certification of standard systems. 

Chapter 2.1 of these standards specifies the general objectives of the 
management of wilderness areas according to organic principles. 
Chapters 3 and 4 stipulate the provisions for the processing, transport 
and marketing of organic timber, and parallel production, respectively.  

The general objectives (Section 2.1.1) of the Organic Forestry Standards 
are written in general terms, but nevertheless as precisely as possible. The 
actual specifications for the various products and activities describe how 
these goals are to be practically implemented. Both the general objectives 
and the specific standards are based on the precautionary principle. 

National legislature dealing with forestry and other activities related to the 
management of wilderness areas and outlying land primarily includes the 
following laws: Forestry Act, Fire Prevention Act, Outdoor Recreation 
Act, Cultural Heritage Act, Nature Conservation Act, Wildlife Act, 

 
10 Debio  –  Organic Forestry Standards  –  29.01.2008 10 

 
 



Planning and Building Act, Commons Act, Working Environment Act, 
Sami Act, Reindeer Husbandry Act. These, and other, statutes can be 
accessed online at: www.lovdata.no. English translations of most of 
these are available at: www.lovdata.no/info/uenga 

The management and harvesting of wild animals that feed on wild plants 
within an area that is certified organic, are not regulated by these 
standards. Such animals can therefore not be harvested, labelled or 
marketed as ‘organic’ or under the Debio label. 

  
  
 Quality Assurance System for Certification 
  
 Debio’s quality assurance system for certification of organic harvesting/ 

production conforms with NS-EN 45011 and IAC (IFOAM Accredi-
tation Criteria), which are international norms for the certification of 
standard systems, and with national administrative legislature. The re-
quirements for registration in the certification scheme and certification 
procedures are laid down in Chapter 1. 

  
  
 Labelling Scheme 
  
 For marketing production methods and products certified by Debio in 

accordance with the Organic Forestry Standards, Debio’s Ø label shall 
be used, perhaps including an additional label. Please refer to Debio’s 
Labelling Rules. It may be necessary to use other labels when marketing 
products in different markets. The use of other labels than those de-
scribed in the Labelling Standards at any given time must be clarified 
with Debio. 
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1. 

Participation in Debio’s Certification 
Schemes: Requirements and Implications 

  
  

General 
comments 

 

  
 Products can only be marketed under the Debio label if production, har-

vesting or other activity complies with the standards for the operation in 
question, and when Debio has confirmed certification. National legislat-
ure applying to the operation must be observed. Debio can point out 
suspected violation of national laws and regulations applying to the ope-
ration, both to the operation itself and the responsible public authorities. 
Debio certification can either be upheld or revoked until the case has 
been clarified with the responsible authorities, and any non-compliance 
has been settled. 

Certification fees and payment conditions are announced at the start of 
each year. Fee rates are determined by Debio’s board. 

To ensure an appropriate implementation of certification procedures by 
Debio, the operator shall appoint a responsible contact person. The ope-
ration’s owner can act as the contact person herself, or delegate the re-
sponsibility to another person. 

To qualify for certification, necessary documentation confirming that the 
operation complies with the current standards must be available during 
inspection. The inspector shall evaluate the operation together with the 
operator or appointed manager. The inspection shall be summarized in 
an inspection report, which is to be signed by the operating manager and 
the inspector. The inspector’s duty is to observe, record and evaluate 
necessary documentation with regard to current regulations and the ope-
ration report, and to make recommendations for subsequent certification 
procedures. The certification procedures are part of Debio’s accredited 
quality assurance system, and comply with official Norwegian rules of 
procedure for public servants. 

All employees in the operation handling products included in the certifi-
cation scheme must receive information on the current organic standards. 
Such training must also focus on the general principles of organic pro-
duction methods as prescribed by IFOAM. 

Please refer to current organic standards and Debio’s Labelling Rules. 
  
  

Recommendation  

  
 Advice and counselling about organic production methods should be sought 

from organizations or other parties with expertise in this field. Debio 
provides counselling about the organic standards and certification schemes. 
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The production, harvesting, processing and marketing of organic pro-
ducts requires that the operation has its own internal control system. The 
operating manager must therefore be familiar with the current organic 
standards. It is appropriate that the same person is also responsible for 
the operation’s internal control system and the contact with Debio. To 
ensure an efficient inspection visit, it is important that the operating 
manager is well prepared and has made arrangements for the presen-
tation and assessment of all necessary documentation. 

  
  

Provisions  

  
  

1.1. Registration 
  
 1.1.1. 

Each operator wishing to certify production, harvesting or other activi-
ties in accordance with the Debio standards in force at any given time, or 
pursuant to the provisions of other standards certified by Debio; or wish-
ing to use a Debio label to market products from a certified operation, or 
to use a Debio label to market products certified by a foreign certification 
body, shall be individually registered in Debio’s certification scheme. 

 1.1.2. 
The operator pays a fee for the initial registration in Debio’s certification 
scheme, in addition to subsequent annual fees. Fee rates are announced 
at the beginning of each year. A certification can be revoked if fees are 
not paid by the announced deadlines. 

 1.1.3. 
The operator is considered a member of the certification scheme when 
the registration has been received by Debio and the registration fees have 
been paid. 

 1.1.4. 
Upon registration, the operator is obliged to comply with the require-
ments of the current Debio standards or other standards for which the 
operator is seeking certification. 

 1.1.5. 
In case of withdrawal from the certification scheme, the operator must 
notify Debio thereof in writing. In case of debt collection procedures, cf. 
rule 1.1.2, the operator is regarded as expelled, and must therefore re-
submit a registration in writing to rejoin the certification scheme. 
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1.2. Operator’s contact with Debio 
  
 1.2.1. 

The operator shall appoint a person who is responsible for the contact 
with Debio, and who is in charge of follow-up and reporting in con-
nection with the organic standards. The operator shall inform Debio of 
who the appointed contact person is. 

  
1.3. Inspection 

  
General 

comments 
 

At least one announced inspection shall be performed annually at all pro-
duction units registered in Debio’s certification scheme. In addition, 
Debio can perform unannounced inspections. For the organic certificat-
ion of products and/or activities, the operating manager shall upon in-
spection provide the documentation required by Debio pursuant to the 
provisions of the current regulations.  

The inspector shall evaluate the operation together with the operator or 
appointed manager. The inspection shall be summarized in an inspection 
report, which is to be signed by the operating manager and Debio’s in-
spector. The inspector’s duty is to observe, record and evaluate necessary 
documentation with regard to current regulations and the operation report, 
and to make recommendations for subsequent certification procedures. 

Documents that should accompany the operation report are, e.g., a man-
agement plan and a map of property or field boundaries. The operation 
report should include a description of previous developments and status 
quo, a conversion plan (including the changes that are to be implemented 
during conversion), as well as plans, measures and documentation re-
garding product quality and the possible impact of the production/har-
vesting activities on the natural environment. 

  
Recommendation 

 
To ensure an efficient inspection visit, it is important that the operating 
manager is well prepared and has made arrangements for the presen-
tation and assessment of the operation and necessary documentation. 

  
Provisions 1.3.1. 

Prior to announced inspections, Debio shall notify the operator in writing 
about the date and time of the inspection. If the announced inspection 
date/time is inconvenient for the operator’s contact person or authorized 
representative, the operator must immediately notify Debio thereof, 
within the deadline stated in the inspection announcement letter. 

 1.3.2. 
At the annual inspections, the operating manager shall make sure that all 
necessary documentation, in accordance with the regulations and the 
operation report, is available in compliance with the guidelines presented by 
Debio in the inspector’s notification letter. As a basis for the inspecttion, 
recent maps of the production areas and/or facilities shall be available. 

 1.3.3. 
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In connection with the initial inspection, an operation report shall be 
compiled. The report shall describe the operation’s current internal con-
trol system, including plans, measures and documentation related to the 
standards applying to the operation in question. The operation report 
shall be updated when the production mode is altered. 

 1.3.4. 
In addition to annual, announced inspections, Debio can perform un-
announced inspections. 

 1.3.5. 
If the operating manager is not present at the time agreed upon, or if the 
inspector is not granted access to vital information/documentation, or if 
the inspector in other ways is prevented from following the usual in-
spection routines, the inspection visit can be discontinued and the basis 
for certification revoked. A new inspection can be agreed upon for an 
additional fee. 

The operator shall retain records and other relevant documentation for a 
period of at least 5 years. 

 1.3.6. 
By signing, the operating manager is responsible for ensuring that all in-
formation about the operation is provided at the best of her judgement. 

  
1.4. Certification procedures 

  
General 

comments 
Certification procedures are based on information collected during in-
spections. The inspector and the operation’s manager provide all necess-
ary data on the operation in the inspection report and attachments. 
Debio’s inspector makes a recommendation regarding the outcome of 
the certification application. 

To document the certification of an operator’s products/activities, Debio 
issues a document showing that the operator is registered in the certifi-
cation scheme, including a list of certified areas/production units, the 
operator’s production and product status and the labels permitted for use 
in marketing and sales. 

Complaints against decisions made by Debio’s administration can be 
submitted to a complaints committee appointed by Debio’s board. 

  
Provisons 1.4.1. 

After completion of the certification procedures, Debio issues a docu-
ment showing that the operator is registered in the certification scheme 
and specifying what the certification covers. 

 1.4.2. 
The operator is obliged to notify Debio if changes occur that are of signi-
ficance for activities or products covered by the certification. Debio is to 
be immediately notified of any non-compliance with the organic stand-
ards relevant for the certified operations. 
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 1.4.3. 
A Debio certification or product label does not guarantee the absence of 
toxic residues resulting from contamination from the atmosphere, preci-
pitation, groundwater, etc. Furthermore, a Debio certification or product 
label does not guarantee compliance with the quality requirements linked 
to grading standards. 

 1.4.4. 
Certification is valid for five (5) years, or until revoked by Debio. A certi-
ficate specifying the organic product(s) and/or activity(-ies) is issued 
annually in connection with the on-site inspection. If an operator wishes to 
certify new products or activities before the next inspection, the operator 
must submit a notification thereof (in the form of an application) to Debio. 

 1.4.5. 
Lists of operators certified by Debio, including a specification of the cer-
tified products/activities, are made public. Lists of operators that no 
longer are certified are made public. 

 1.4.6. 
Complaints against decisions made by Debio’s administration shall be 
submitted to Debio’s administration, which also initially processes the 
complaint. If Debio’s administration does not reverse its initial decision, 
the case is sent to Debio’s board, or to a complaints committee appointed 
by the board, for a final assessment and decision. 

 1.4.7. 
When a specific production or activity has been certified, it may not re-
vert to alternate certified and non-certified operations, unless the return 
to non-certified operations has been clarified with Debio. 

 1.4.8. 
Certification requires that the operator complies with mandatory national 
laws, as well as with the additional rules specified by current Debio 
standards or other operating standards according to which certification is 
sought. 

 1.4.9. 
On-site inspection must be completed, requested documentation pro-
vided and necessary measures implemented before the production or 
activity in question can be certified. 

  
1.5. Sanctions 

  
General 

comments 
Sanctions can be imposed in case of improper or unauthorized use of 
Debio’s labels in the marketing of products. 

  
Provisions 1.5.1. 

In case of proven non-compliance with the provisions of the currently 
valid standards according to which the operation is certified, or non-
compliance with the conditions on which the participation in Debio’s 
certification scheme is based, all reference to Debio certification and 
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Debio’s labels shall be removed from any consignment and products 
affected by the non-compliance, and which otherwise were to be market-
ed with reference to the current standards and with use of Debio’s labels 
(including any additional labels). 

 1.5.2. 
If non-compliance, in accordance with provision 1.5.1, of an obviously 
serious nature, or with long-term effects, can be documented, Debio can 
deny the operation in question to market its products with reference to 
Debio certification and Debio’s labels, as defined in current Debio 
standards or other operating standards, for a period of maximum two (2) 
years. 

 1.5.3. 
If the use of Debio’s labels (and any additional labels) does not comply 
with Debio’s Labelling Rules and the provisions of the Norwegian 
Trademarks Act, the competent authority is able to impose sanctions pur-
suant to Chapter 7 of the Act, Provisions with respect to legal protection. 
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2. 
Organic Forestry and Harvesting of Wild Plants 
and other Non-wood Products from Wild Areas 

  
  

General 
comments 

 

  
 In an organic production system, humans are to be aware of their place 

in nature. Felling trees, harvesting wild products and livestock grazing 
are to be planned and carried out in such a way that human utilization of 
natural resources harmonizes with the demands of other organisms and 
ecosystems, complies with other, non-commercial interests and takes 
into consideration an area’s soil, parent rock, groundwater and surface 
water (streams, rivers, lakes, fjords and oceans) resources. 

The operating manager must be familiar with the area in which operat-
ions are conducted, both with regard to utilizable resources and the eco-
system in general. Organic forestry and harvesting activities shall contri-
bute to the restoration of forest and wilderness areas that have been con-
siderably changed by human activities (relative to their original state). 

Management plans, documentation and operational measures shall be de-
scribed within or as an enclosure to the operation report (cf. Definitions 
(Chapter B) and Participation in Debio’s Certification Schemes; Re-
quirements and Implications (Chapter 1)). When planning and imple-
menting operations, landscape ecological consequences and the effects 
on the actually managed area and the species therein shall be assessed on 
the basis of current knowledge and the precautionary principle. If neces-
sary, assistance shall be sought from competent individuals/agencies to 
assure that the quality of operations complies with organic principles. 
The operation report shall also include a description of the internal con-
trol system with regard to quality assurance of organic forestry/harvest-
ing methods pursuant to these standards. This description must also in-
clude management plans, measures to be taken and documentation. 

All organisms are integrated parts of the ecosystem and are to be consid-
ered when preparing management plans based on an overall assessment 
of a wilderness or production area’s total carrying capacity. To maintain, 
or even increase, genetic diversity, it is necessary to use seedlings or 
seeds from local provenances or ecotypes. 

Chapter 2.1 applies to the certification of all productions/activities cover-
ed by these standards, whereas Chapter 2.2 applies to the certification of 
organic land areas and primary production performed thereupon. The re-
maining chapters deal with the specifications for the various product-
ions/activities. 
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Provisions  

  
  

2.1. General objectives 
  
 2.1.1. 

Our planet is home to countless plants, animals and other organisms. As 
humans, we are responsible for ensuring that our activities, such as uti-
lizing natural resources and nature, are compatible with the ecosystems 
in which we are active. Organic production or activity is based on a com-
prehensive approach including an operation’s ecological, economical 
and social aspects (including health, fairness and precautionary issues), 
both in a local and a global perspective. 

Organic forestry, and the use of wild areas and natural resources at large, 
shall comply with currently available ecological know-how, including 
the precautionary principle1. The management of natural resources 
according to ecological principles shall help to secure workers’ rights 
and the financial results of the involved enterprises, and contribute to the 
conservation and/or restoration of ecosystems and biodiversity. This 
applies to areas used for grazing, bee forage, fishing, hunting and out-
door recreation, to sites of cultural historical interest and cultural monu-
ments, and to adjacent areas on land, water and in the air. 

  
2.2. Conversion to organic operation 

  
General 

comments 
The conversion to organic methods is a process that includes the devel-
opment of certifiable and sustainable forest and wilderness management. 
A conversion period marks the transition from non-organic to organic 
operations. Such a conversion period is necessary to ensure that the area in 
question is managed according to the organic standards for a period of 
time before products from that area can be marketed as ‘organic’. The 
production and harvesting of products on areas under conversion must 
comply with the organic standards from the start of the conversion period. 

Parts of a production unit can be converted to organic operation as long 
as the organic production unit is kept strictly separated from the remain-
ing, non-organic production. This applies to all aspects of harvesting, 
storage, use of production inputs and product marketing. 

  
Recommendation Conversion of the entire production unit is the best way to ensure com-

pliance with the organic standards. 

  

                                                 
1 UNESCO 2005. The Precationary Principle – World Commision on the Ethics of Scien-
tific Knowledge and Technology, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO), March 2005, 52 pp. 



 

Provisions Start of conversion and conversion period 
 2.2.1. 

Operations must comply with the organic standards from the start of the 
conversion period. ’Start of conversion’ is usually considered to be the 
date on which the operator registers in Debio’s certification scheme. 
Please refer to provisions 1.1.3 and 2.2.3. 

The ’start of conversion’ can be set to a date preceding registration in 
Debio, if it can be documented that the operation(s) has been in 
accordance to the Debio Organic Forestry Standards during the three last 
years prior to registration. 

Following the completion of on-site inspection and certification proce-
dures, certification is confirmed. 

 2.2.2. 
The operation report and certification are to be linked to specific areas, 
productions and harvesting activities. The organic production units (e.g., 
areas, production facilities and production output) are specified at the 
initial inspection. 

The production units shall remain constant from year to year, and Debio 
must be notified if data such as geographical coordinates, plot numbers 
or names, and production output are to be changed. Each production unit 
can only be classified as one of the three following categories: non-
organic, in conversion or organic. 

 2.2.3. 
- If the operations has not been in accordance to the Debio Organic 

Forestry Standard during the three last years prior to registration in 
Debio’s certification scheme, a conversion period of at least 36 
months is necessary before areas, products and/or activities linked to 
these areas can be certified organic. 

 Biological survey 
 2.2.4. 

The operation report shall include an overview (maps, reports, etc.) of 
biologically important areas, vulnerable vegetation types, water resourc-
es, game populations, Red List species, cultural monuments, unique or 
vulnerable habitats, harvested species, as well as areas and conditions of 
special importance for the area’s human inhabitants. Biologically im-
portant areas include such features as wetlands, virgin and old-growth 
forests and key habitats. 

Such a survey is important to ensure that sufficient consideration can be 
taken when planning and implementing felling, harvesting or grazing 
activities. 
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 Planting/seeding and indigenous tree species 
 2.2.5. 

When planting/seeding new trees, seedlings/seeds of indigenous tree 
species (propagating material of local origin) shall be used. However, if 
local provenances cannot be obtained, material from nearby provenances 
can be used. Provenances shall not be moved more than 100 km lati-
tudinally and 200 m altitudinally. 

Non-indigenous tree species can be used when seeding or planting forest 
plantations on infield areas, except when establishing forest plantations 
on infields surrounded entirely by outlying land or in the afforestation of 
outlying land.  

Migration of non-indigenous tree species from forest plantations shall 
not occur, and migrant trees are to be removed (including the seed 
sources). Trees with a large migration capacity shall not be used in or-
ganic forest operations. Forest plantations of non-indigenous tree species 
shall be monitored with regard to their negative impact on nearby eco-
systems, tree mortality, diseases and insect attacks. 

Forest seedlings and seeds shall originate from certified organic production. 
As an exception, if certified organic seedlings or seeds cannot be obtained, 
non-organic seedlings or seeds can be used if these have been produced 
exclusively with inputs that are permitted for use in organic production.  

Finally, as a last resort, if such non-organic seedlings cannot be obtained, 
the operator can apply to Debio for exemption from the rules, thus 
allowing the use of non-organic seedlings that have been treated with 
non-permitted inputs during production. 

 Fertilization 
 2.2.6. 

The area being harvested shall be managed in such a way as to minimize 
nutrient loss and leaching. Areas including special environmental fea-
tures shall not be fertilized. 

Non-fertilized buffer zones must be established along lakes and water-
courses to avoid nutrient runoff. Application of fertilizers is only per-
mitted after snowmelt. 

The use of synthetic nitrogen fertilizers, such as urea, Chilean nitrate, 
nitrate of lime, etc., is not permitted. The Organic Regulations, as well as 
Debio’s IFOAM-standards for organic farming and processing, regulate 
the use of fertilizers in organic production. Use of fertilizers must be 
clarified with Debio2. 

Forest fires may occur naturally in certain areas, e.g., due to lightning. 
Man-made fire as a silvicultural measure can be used restrictively on 
naturally fire-prone forest land3, as long as this agrees with public 

                                                 
2 The Organic Regulations and Debio´s IFOAM-standards for organic farming and processing contain lists of fertilizers 
and pesticides that are generally permitted for use in organic production. Debio will compile a list of permitted 
fertilizers and pesticides, based on a survey of  which substances and measures are relevant for use in organic forestry 
and harvesting of wild plants. 
3 See footnote 2. 
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legislation. See Chapter 2.3, Recommendation, and provision 2.3.3. 

 Plant protection 
 2.2.7. 

As a general rule, chemical/synthetic pesticides against weeds, diseases 
and pests shall not be used. The Organic Regulations and Debio’s 
IFOAM-standards for organic farming and processing regulate the use 
of plant protection measures and pesticides in organic production. Plant 
protection measures shall be clarified with Debio4. 

 Genetic manipulation and clonal forestry 
 2.2.8. 

Inputs such as seeds and plants, pesticides, fertilizers, etc. that are gene-
tically modified or produced with the help of genetic manipulation shall 
not be used. 

In organic forestry on outlying land and on infields that are surrounded 
by outlying land, it is not permitted to use propagating material that has 
been produced by cloning. 

 Fragmentation – forest roads, cabins, small power plants, etc. 
 2.2.9. 

Areas that are significantly fragmented shall not be included in the certi-
fied organic production unit.  

In areas with no existing forest roads, small power plants, cabins or other 
buildings, or in areas in which fragmentation has little impact on the eco-
system’s sustainability, no such features shall be constructed without a 
prior environmental impact assessment. Based on such an assessment, 
Debio can formulate other conditions for development than provided by 
the public laws and authorities. 

 Landscape ecology 
 2.2.10. 

The landscape, of which the operation’s certified organic area is a part, 
shall be regarded as a whole in connection with planning operations. The 
natural movements, dispersal and distribution of all species in the land-
scape shall be ensured. 

 Staff knowledge 

 2.2.11. 
The operating manager shall ensure that anyone working in the organic 
production unit receives relevant information and has necessary know-
ledge about a production area’s known environmental features (e.g., key 
biotopes, Red List species, cultural monuments and recreational areas), 
as well as its flora, fauna and ecological carrying capacity. Those doing 
the work shall be familiar with the principles of organic production/har-
vesting. 

                                                 
4 See footnote 2. 
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2.3. Organic forestry in outlying land 
  
Recommendation In addition to designated non-harvest areas, forest operations should en-

able the maintenance of areas dominated by deciduous trees, in which 
conditions are favourable for conserving or even increasing biodiversity. 

Buffer zones serve important ecological functions linked to such issues 
as environmental and water quality, landscape and outdoor recreation. 
Based on such multi-purpose aspects, the width and function of buffer 
zones must be adapted to specific site qualities.  

If valuable environmental features have been documented on a property, 
or if other conditions call for setting aside more than the 5 % non-harvest 
area required in provision 2.3.1, a professional plan for the long-term 
protection of these biological features should be formulated. 

After the trees have been harvested, the use of natural succession should 
be considered, with the consequences this would have on the re-estab-
lishment of the various plant species. On large forest estates, one should 
enable prescribed burning of at least 5 % of the regeneration areas on 
dry, healthy and naturally fire-prone land in the course of a five-year 
period, off course restrictively, controlled, and in accordance with 
governmental legislation. Preferably, one should select forest land that 
has been previously affected by fire. Additional know-how on natural 
succession and forest fire dynamics should be sought. 

Trees that are allowed to stand throughout an entire rotation ensure the 
production of deadwood. Small and large-sized deadwood serves an 
important ecological function. The production of deadwood should be 
emphasized when making management plans. 

  
Provisions Designating non-harvest area 

 2.3.1. 
At least 5 % of the productive forest land is designated as non-harvest 
areas to maintain and enhance biodiversity. Properties with less 50 ha 
productive forest land must nevertheless set aside 2.5 ha as non-harvest 
forest. When selecting and specifying such areas, priority is given 
according to their importance for biodiversity and how representative 
they are for the landscape (e.g., key biotopes, restoration biotopes, virgin 
or old-growth forest).  

Areas that are protected or otherwise reserved pursuant to public laws 
and regulations, non-productive land, bog forests, or areas that are set 
aside due to general multiple-use principles (such as buffer zones and 
stands of residual trees) cannot be included in non-harvest areas. 

 National Red List5 species outside of non-harvest areas 
 2.3.2. 

The operating manager is responsible for ensuring that felling operations 

                                                 
5 The National Redlist is developed on the basis of criteria from the International Union for Conservation of Nature and 
Natural Resources (IUCN). IUCN´s set of criteria is developed to ensure a as realistic judgement as possible of the 
probability for a species to become extinct. 



take sufficient consideration of National Red List species, even those 
outside of the designated non-harvest areas. 

 Forest fires 
 2.3.3. 

After fires in older, naturally fire-prone forests, at least 50 % of the 
burned area shall be set aside, without removing burned and fire-affected 
timber. Please refer to Chapter 2.2, provision 2.2.6. 

 Natural regeneration, harvesting strategies and ground preparation 
 2.3.4. 

As a general rule, harvesting shall be planned and performed in such a 
way as to ensure natural forest regeneration. 

If natural regeneration is not successful, or cannot be applied due to tree 
species, forest conditions, humus or vegetation type, new trees shall be 
planted or sown. The standards for planting, seeding and use of indige-
nous species are stated in provision 2.2.5. 

 2.3.5. 
Felling operations shall be adapted to the species being harvested, other 
species in the area and the natural environment in general, thus preserve-
ing the area’s features and values and enabling satisfactory natural re-
generation of site-adapted tree species. 

In general, partial cutting strategies, such as dimension felling, selection 
felling, shelterwood felling and seed-tree cutting shall be used in organic 
forestry. 

The choice and design of harvesting strategy shall be clarified with 
Debio, based on an overall assessment of the area’s characteristics. 
Clearcutting is not permitted in swamp forests. Bog forests and non-pro-
ductive land should not be harvested at all. 

 2.3.6. 
After felling is completed, logging wastes shall be cleared away from 
streams, rivers, lakes, and frequently used paths and ski trails, but not re-
moved from the logging area. 

It can be beneficial to have some branches, leaves and stems in water-
courses and lakes, serving as food and shelter for a number of species 
living in aqueous and wetland environments. Small amounts of logging 
wastes should therefore be left in such habitats. 

 2.3.7. 
Ground preparation can be performed on areas on which such measures 
are beneficial for natural regeneration and forest establishment. Ground 
preparation must be carried out as carefully as possible, with sufficient 
consideration of widely used trails, streams, erosion risk, cultural 
monuments and species living in the area. 

In general, only surface treatment shall be applied. Continuous furrows 
shall not be made on erosion-prone slopes. Ground preparation shall not 
be performed with machinery during the nesting season of ground-

 
24 Debio  –  Organic Forestry Standards  –  29.01.2008 24 

 
 



nesting birds. The forest floor shall not be ploughed. 

 Non-indigenous tree species 
 2.3.8. 

If there are non-indigenous tree species growing in the area to be con-
verted, the operating manager shall plan and implement the removal of 
these, and restore the ecosystem as completely as possible. Such non-in-
digenous species and/or provenances cannot be marketed as ’organic’ 
(cf. provision 2.2.5). 

An exemption from the required removal of such trees can be granted for 
single trees or stands that have cultural/historical value, or are part of a spe-
cifically designated environment in a cultural landscape. In such cases, the 
regeneration of the trees/stands must be kept under control. Such trees/ 
stands shall be monitored with regard to their negative impact on nearby 
ecosystems, tree mortality, diseases and insect attacks (cf. provision 2.2.5). 

 Deciduous trees and species conversion 
 2.3.9. 

In ecosystems dominated by deciduous trees, one should aim at maintaining 
or restoring the natural species composition and share of broadleaves. 

In ecosystems dominated by coniferous trees, given favourable climatic 
and soil conditions, one should aim at establishing a considerable share 
of deciduous trees; as separate stands, groups and single trees, including 
mature, large deciduous trees. As a guideline, a minimum of 10 % decid-
uous trees should be sought after for the property as a whole. 

One shall maintain or even support the dispersal of tree species that are 
rare in a given area. 

Species conversion is permitted as long as it occurs in step with the 
forest ecosystem’s natural development, or in connection with habitat re-
storation, and in agreement with the precautionary principle. 

 Buffer zones and protection forest 
 2.3.10. 

In connection with silvicultural and felling operations, a multi-layered 
buffer zone shall be kept or established along bogs, lakes and water-
courses. Furthermore, stable forest edges shall be kept or established 
around valuable cultural landscapes. The width of the buffer zone is de-
termined by vegetation type and terrain features. Based on a general 
buffer zone width of 10-15 metres, buffer zones are to be adjusted as 
follows: 
- Noble hardwood forests, tall-herb and tall-fern woodlands, and 

swamp forests – considerably wider (25-30 m) 
- Steep terrain along bogs – narrower buffer zone 
- Dry terrain and dry vegetation along bogs – narrower buffer zone 
- Single-layered pine forest – narrower buffer zone 
- Densely layered deciduous forest along bogs – narrower buffer zone 
- Single-layered spruce forest – very narrow buffer zone 
- Small bogs – buffer zones as narrow as 5 m  
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In protection forests close to the treeline, the forest’s natural growth 
pattern shall be maintained and enhanced, i.e., a minimum of 50 % of the 
forest shall have a natural-like appearance at any given time. To achieve 
this, mountain forest felling shall be practised as extensively as possible 
in spruce forests. In pine, small-scale clearcutting and seed-tree cutting 
shall be given priority to enhance regeneration. 

Established rest areas, fishing and swimming sites, as well as popular 
hiking and skiing trails shall be taken into consideration when perform-
ing silvicultural measures along watercourses and in areas frequently 
used for outdoor recreation. 

 Hauling 
 2.3.11. 

Any traffic alongside and across watercourses shall cause as little dam-
age as possible to the edges, banks and bottoms of watercourses. 

When hauling timber, it is important to avoid terrain impact that dis-
figures the landscape and can lead to runoff, erosion and other damage. 
When harvesting and hauling timber in vulnerable ecosystems, e.g., on 
soils with poor bearing capacity, harvesting and hauling shall only be 
performed on frozen or snow-covered ground. 

When practically possible, it should be avoided to use popular hiking 
and skiing trails and roads with a cultural-historical dimension for haul-
ing operations. Exceptions include trails that have been established along 
already existing forest roads, or when it has been agreed upon that a spe-
cific route can be used for forest operations and recreational purposes. 
Exemptions from the general rule can also be granted to avoid the estab-
lishment of duplicate routes and alternative hauling roads resulting in a 
considerable negative impact on the environment and the area’s recre-
ational value. 

Wheel tracks causing runoff and erosion, terrain damage to popular 
hiking and skiing trails and other significant damage shall be repaired as 
soon as moisture conditions allow after the use of the track is completed. 

 Residual trees 
 2.3.12. 

In an area being harvested, at least 10 storm-resistant living trees pr ha 
shall be left standing as residual trees, preferably in groups. Such residuals 
shall primarily be selected among the oldest (i.e., largest) trees in a stand. 
The residual trees should include both dominant and rare tree species. 

Specific trees with considerable aesthetic value, trees serving as nesting 
sites, large veteran aspen and old hardwood pollards shall be given pri-
ority when selecting residual trees. All tree species growing in the area 
in question shall be represented among the trees left standing, with em-
phasis on dominant species. After their death, residual trees shall not be 
removed from the forest. 
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 Deadwood 
 2.3.13. 

As a general rule, all deadwood that is naturally produced in an eco-
system shall not be removed, both snags (standing deadwood) and 
course woody debris (fallen deadwood). Exceptions are cases in which 
there is a proven risk for the proliferation of harmful pests or diseases. 

Windthrown seed or shelter trees and standing spruce that have been 
attacked by spruce bark beetles can be removed if they risk facilitating 
pest proliferation. To the greatest possible extent, it should be ensured 
that a specific area at any given time contains a certain percentage (a few 
trees per ha) of standing and fallen deadwood of common deciduous and 
coniferous trees. Important ecological features such as old, dead and 
large trees shall be maintained.  

Windfall can in certain cases be removed. If the annual windfall volume 
exceeds an average of 3 m3 per ha, a few representative windthrown trees 
shall remain in the forest. If the annual windfall volume averages less than 
3 m3 per ha, single windthrown trees with good timber quality can be 
removed if the equivalent volume of course woody debris is produced. 

Dead logs in intermediate and late stages of decomposition should not be 
damaged. 

 Drainage 
 2.3.14. 

Drainage of bogs and swamp forests is not permitted. Previously drained 
bogs and swamp forests shall not be drained anew. 

 Post-harvest waste removal 
 2.3.15. 

One should aim at minimizing the amount of waste and emissions during 
harvest. Any wastes that do arise shall be dealt with properly. This 
implies such measures as: 
• Removing all garbage after operations are completed. 
• Collecting all hazardous waste materials such as oil, batteries, etc., 

and delivering these to a certified waste disposal facility. 
• To the greatest possible extent, products with returnable containers/ 

packaging shall be used. Packaging should consist of recyclable 
material. 

• Machinery using large volumes of oil at high pressure shall have equip-
ment that minimizes oil discharge in the case of hose breakage, etc. 

• Oil leakage in forest machinery shall be repaired as soon as possible. 
Machinery shall be kept clean so that leaks are easily discovered. 

• Environment-friendly oil (certified by an ecolabel) shall be used if 
available. If ecolabeled oil is not available, non-synthetic oil shall be 
used. Synthetic oil can be used as transmission, hydraulic and motor 
oil in logging machines. 

• All oil storage facilities and fuel tanks shall be secured against leak-
age and possible sabotage. Fuel shall be stored at least 50 metres 
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from the nearest drinking water source. 

 Fuelwood 
 2.3.16. 

Organic harvesting of firewood and wood as a source of biofuel shall 
comply with the general standards laid down for organic forestry, with 
exception of those provisions that do not apply to fuelwood harvesting 
operations. 

Dead trees left standing in a harvested area (cf. Provision 2.3.13) shall 
not be removed for fuel purposes. No firewood shall be harvested in de-
signated non-harvest areas (cf. provision 2.3.1). 

If certain areas are only used to harvest fuelwood, exemptions may be 
granted from parts of the required mapping and notification of harvesting 
activities, cf. provisions 2.2.4 and 2.3.17. 

 Reporting 
 2.3.17. 

The operation report shall specify which tree species or wood types are 
produced/harvested. The operating manager must report harvesting acti-
vities (including thinning) to Debio. This notification must be done at 
inspection or no later than three weeks prior to the start of felling ope-
rations. The report must include where and when harvesting will take 
place, and state the timber volume to be harvested. Silvicultural meas-
ures (e.g., tending young stands) are described in the operation report, 
and do not need to be additionally reported. 

  
2.4. Organic forestry in plantations 

  
General 

comments 
Organic forest plantations shall help to satisfy the demand for various 
forest products, and thus complement the management of and reduce the 
pressure on natural forests, thus enhancing the conservation and restor-
ation of these areas. 

  
Recommendation Indigenous, locally adapted tree species should be used on organic forest 

plantations on infields (e.g., cultivated grazing land, pastures near 
mountain dairy farms, roadsides, farmland that has been converted to 
forest, etc.). 

  
Provisions Different types of forest plantations 

 2.4.1. 
If the goal is to establish a forest that is natural-like, the management of the 
forest plantation must comply with the provisions stated in Chapter 2.3. 

Until it has been settled with Debio if the forest ecosystem in question 
can be classified as something else than a plantation, products from the 
forest plantation must be marketed as organic plantation products. 
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 2.4.2. 
In forest plantations in which the objective is not to restore the original 
forest ecosystem typical for the area, it is nevertheless required to estab-
lish wildlife corridors, riparian buffer zones, multi-aged stands and other 
crops in addition to the commercial tree species being grown. 

In such forest plantations, it is not required to conduct a biological sur-
vey, but general considerations must be taken to multiple-use issues, and 
provision 2.2.4 generally applies to the surrounding areas. 

 Establishing forest plantations and afforestation 
 2.4.3. 

Forest plantations shall neither be established on already existing forest 
ecosystems of unique biological and cultural-historical value, nor on 
natural pastures, old hayfields or other cultivated land of special value 
that is important for food production. 

Afforestation with indigenous tree species is permitted on, e.g., previ-
ously forested coastal heathlands. 

 Reporting 
 2.4.4. 

The operation report shall specify which tree species, wood types or 
plant products are produced/harvested.  

When harvesting timber in forest plantations that aim to establish 
natural-like or natural forest, the operating manager must report to Debio 
(also when thinning). This notification must be done at inspection or no 
later than three weeks prior to the start of felling operations. The report 
must include where and when harvesting will take place, and state the 
timber volume to be harvested. Silvicultural measures (e.g., tending 
young stands) are described in the operation report, and do not need to 
be additionally reported. Harvesting activities in other types of forest 
plantations do not need to be reported. 

  
2.5. Organic harvesting of non-eatable non-wood products 

from wild areas certified by Debio 
  

Provisions Provisions laid down in other regulations 

 2.5.1. 
The standards for organic harvesting, storage, processing, transport and 
marketing of wild plants and other non-wood products from wild areas 
are laid down in the Organic Regulations and Debio’s IFOAM-standards 
for organic farming and processing. The Organic Regulations only 
regulate organic harvesting of food products from wild areas, whereas 
Debio’s IFOAM Standards lay down provisions for organic harvesting 
of all types of non-wood products from wild areas. 

For organic certification of wild areas (outlying land) and the harvesting 
of wild plants and other non-wood products from such areas, operations 
must comply with the Organic Regulations (food products only) and/or 
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Debio’s IFOAM-standards for organic farming and processing. 
Certification pursuant to the Organic Regulations enables the marketing 
of products under Debio’s Ø label, whereas certification pursuant to 
Debio’s IFOAM-standards enables the use of Debio’s Ø label with an 
additional IFOAM label. 

  
2.6. Transport and marketing of non-processed organic wood 

and non-eatable non-wood products 
  

General 
comments 

During transport, organically certified products must be kept clearly 
apart from other products to avoid goods from becoming commingled. 
Organic products are to maintain as much as possible of their original 
quality during transport and marketing. 

Regarding labelling, the provisions laid down in the Labelling Rules 
apply, cf. also chapters C, 3 and 4 in these standards. The use of other 
labels in addition to Debio’s labels shall be clarified with Debio. 

Plans, measures and documentation related to compliance with these 
standards shall be included in or accompany the operation report. 

  
Recommendation For all transport, one should aim at finding the most environmental-

friendly and resource-saving solutions. 

  
Provisions Transport 

 2.6.1. 
Products that are transported or marketed as organic through other mar-
keting channels or processors shall be secured during transport (labelled, 
packaged, bundled), to prevent the exchange of the contents of the pack-
aged units. 

In addition to complying with general labelling requirements, each sales 
unit shall show that the products are certified organic by Debio and be 
labelled with the operator’s ID (name and/or Debio inspection number). 

The use of Debio’s label, including the operator’s inspection number, 
satisfies the additional requirements. 

 Marketing and labels 
 2.6.2. 

The Labelling Rules regulate the use of Debio’s labels. The use of other 
labels in addition to Debio’s labels shall be clarified with Debio. 
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3. 

Processing, Transport and Marketing of 
Organic Wood and non-eatable non-
wood products 

  
  

General 
comments 

 

  
 These standards lay down the provisions for processing and marketing of 

organic wood and non-eatable non-wood products that are neither stated 
in the Organic Regulations (with the exception of Christmas trees and 
ornamental foliage) nor in Debio’s IFOAM-standards for organic 
farming and processing. Processing and marketing of organic wood is 
certified by Debio pursuant to the provisions of chapters 1, 3 and 4 in 
these standards. 

The Organic Regulations, Debio’s IFOAM-standards for organic farming 
and processing and Debio’s Labelling Rules regulate processing operations 
based on considerations of product quality to regulate the use of 
additives and secure product separation and traceability throughout the 
entire value chain. Additional rules laid down in these standards 
regarding wood processing generally only apply to the use of additives. 

During transport, organically certified wood products must be kept 
clearly apart from other products to avoid goods from becoming com-
mingled. Organic products are to maintain as much as possible of their 
original quality during transport and marketing. 

Regarding labelling, the provisions laid down in the Labelling Rules 
apply, cf. also chapters C, 2.6 and 4 in these standards. The use of other 
labels in addition to Debio’s labels shall be clarified with Debio. 

Organic certification of processing and marketing of processed wood 
products requires that the operation is registered in Debio’s certification 
scheme for the production in question. The provisions for registration 
and certification procedures are laid down in Chapter 1, Participation in 
Debio’s Certification Schemes: Requirements and Implications. 

Plans, measures and documentation related to compliance with these 
standards shall be included in or accompany the operation report. 

  
  

Recommendation  
  
 For all transport, one should aim at finding the most environmental-

friendly and resource-saving solutions. 
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Provisions  
  
 Processing, transport, marketing and labelling 
 3.1. 

The rules for organic processing in Debio´s IFOAM-standards for 
organic farming and processing, are applicable in general also for 
organic processing of products originated from non-eatable wood and 
non-wood products.  
 
The use of additives6 shall be clarified with Debio. Rules for transport 
and labelling are stated in the provisions 2.6.1 and 2.6.2 in these 
standards and in the Labelling Rules. For parallel production, the same 
standards apply to processing as to primary production, as stated in 
provision 4.1. 

 3.2. 
Raw materials shall originate from certified organic production.  

                                                 
6 The Organic Regulations and Debio´s IFOAM-standards for organic farming and 
processing contain lists of additives and processing aids that are permitted for use in 
organic production in general. Debio will compile a list of permitted additives and 
processing aids based on a survey of which additives/processing aids are relevant for the 
processing of organic wood. 



 
  

 4. Parallel Production 
  
  

General  
  
 When certifying organic production, there is a distinction between pro-

duction unit and operator. A single operator may consist of several pro-
duction units. An organic production unit shall be distinctly separated 
from other, non-organic production units. Within an organic production 
unit, only such inputs can be stored that are permitted for use pursuant to 
the organic production standards. 

Such separation during parallel production shall be secured and docu-
mented. There are stringent requirements ensuring the prevention of 
commingling of organic products with non-organic products. This re-
quires that the operator has a well-functioning internal control system 
and sound routines throughout the entire production line. The operating 
manager is responsible for the compliance with the current organic pro-
duction and harvesting standards. 

Chapter 4 applies to the certification of all productions and activities 
covered by these standards. 

Routines for how organic and non-organic processing and products are kept 
distinct when purchasing, storing and using inputs, and during harvesting, 
storage and transport of products are described in the operation report. 

  
  

Recommendation  
  
 To assure the optimal compliance with the standards for quality-assured 

organic production and harvesting, the entire operation should be con-
verted to organic production. 

  
  

Provisions  
  
 4.1. 

If a production unit shall be gradually converted to organic production, 
the following requirements must be met: 
• Organic and non-organic production(s) shall not affect each other 
• Storage facilities for organic and non-organic inputs shall be physic-

cally separated 
• All inputs to be used in organic operations shall be clearly marked 
• Each of the two operating systems shall be separately documented, 

e.g., by keeping work logs, accounts, etc. 
• Debio shall have access to relevant documentation and information 

from the non-organic operations as well. 
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